Assyrian Temples and Palaces
Babylonia and Assyria and of his researches on the ruined cities. He died in 1820 of cholera at the earl thirty-three. It was a Frenchman, Botta, who ackno Rich as the true pioneer of Mesopotamian excavations then French consul at Mosul, started digging on the Kuyunjik, the site of Nineveh, but soon abandoned Khorsabad, a few miles North of Mosul. Here he had t joy of unearthing a palace of Sargon (722-705). £ at Khorsabad was continued from 1851 to 1855 by a expedition led by Victor Place. The ancient city wz Dur-Sharrukin, after its founder Sargon. Its outer wz oriented with their four corners at the cardinal poinl into the walls were eight monumental gates, each one the name of an Assyrian divinity.
The greatest triumphs in this heroic age of exc however, were achieved by Austen Henry Layard i two years after Botta's first expedition. Layard dug knoll of Nimrud, the site of the ancient city of Calah, covered the palace of Assurnasirpal, the most impc seven royal palaces. A second expedition under discovered Sennacherib's palace at Kuyunjik. Layard only an exceptionally gifted archaeologist and excavs also a clever diplomat and a remarkable writer, thusiasm for nature and art, which he expressed with nobility of style, makes the reading of his books a great even today. The account of these expeditions is best i in his own words:
" During the autumn of 1839 and winter of 184